LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
The de Vere family settled in England before
the Conquest. Aubrey de Vere fought at the
battle of Hastings, and married a half-sister of the
Conqueror. John de Vere helped to win the
battle of Bosworth Field for "the red rose" of
Lancaster. For twenty generations, over a period
of five hundred years, the de Veres handed on the
Earldom in continuous male descent.
Edward de Vere, born on April 12, 1550, was
only twelve years old when his father died. He
was made a royal ward, and placed in charge of
Sir William Cecil, afterwards the all-powerful
Lord Burghley. His education had been in the
hands of Sir Thomas Smith the statesman, scholar,
and a\ithor, and of his uncle, Arthur Golding.
The latter's best-known work was a translation of
Ovid's Metamorphoses^ which Edward de Vere
in after-life drew upon when writing the Shake-
spearean poems and plays. As a result of this
early grounding, at the age of nine he was entered
as an "impubes" fellow-commoner of Queen's
College, Cambridge. A month after his father's
death he was moved from the hereditary
Hedingham Castle in Essex to the stately residence
of the Cecils at Westminster, near the site of the
former Hotel Cecil* His early education included
Latin, French, cosmography, writing and drawing;
and his leisure such "commendable exercises'9 as
riding, shooting, dancing, or walking. At times
he would canter down the lanes to his village of
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